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humanitarian reforms for the new social class. Meanwhile
he himself defended living in the European style, and mixed
freely and openly with the foreigner.
Presently he began to spread his idea of founding a
Muslim College, where Western culture could be dissemi-
nated directly but along with the religion of Islam; and on
the Western model. He began to collect funds for this
project. Significantly, subscribers were readily found, both
within the Indian middle class and in the government itself,
which by now was patronizing the movement. Within five
years the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College, Aligarh,
was opened, with eclat. The following year he began the
Tafslr al Quran: a radically new interpretation of the
Qur'an and Islam in th.e light of nineteenth-century ration-
alism.
His Activities in each of these directions were exceed-
ingly influential, gathering about themselves an obviously
strong and obviously growing movement within the Islamic
community. Clearly they together reflect a fundamental
development in that community, and we shall study them
and their significance in some detail. The remainder of his
life, a period of approximately twenty years, ending just
before the close of the century, he spent in consolidating
and developing these activities. Before he died he had the
satisfaction of seeing all of them transformed from some-
thing preciously small that needed fighting for and justify-
ing against bitter and powerful antagonism, to something
large and accepted that .needed organizing and finally only
guiding. Politically he continued to serve the British, act-
ing as a member for a time of the Governor* General's
Council, and on numerous government commissions; and
continued to develop throughout North India the loyalty of
the Muslim middle class. He devoted himself to the work-
ing of the new and flourishing College, and, moreover,
organized the Muhammadan Educational Conference to look
after and expand education for Muslims throughout India*
Also, he drew about hiiin a group of writers and disciples
who, stimulated by his vigorous personality and ideas, acted